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T i e r n e y  Q u e e n - S t e w a r t

D i r e c t o r  o f  C o v e r  M o n t a n a



Our Mission
is to promote integrated 
primary healthcare to 
achieve health and well-
being for Montanans. 



A G E N D A

Introduction & OE Overview

eAPTC Policy Update

HSA and Catastrophic Plan Changes for 2026

ACA Products vs. Non-ACA Products

Resources and Messages for Consumers





C O V E R  M O N T A N A  O E  T A K E A W A Y S  

Enrollments

Bronze Silver Gold Catastrophic

Changes from 2025

Downgraded Metal Level Switched Carriers

Only Insuring Some Household Members Kept Same Plan



E A P T C  P O L I C Y  U P D A T E

Government shutdown ended on November 15th without eAPTC extension

Funds government functions through January 30th with SNAP, WIC, Veteran’s 
Affairs funded through September 2026

May be a vote in the Senate on eAPTC – House and Executive fate unclear

Other proposals include direct payments to consumer HSAs rather than eAPTCs



E A P T C  v s  A P T C



M O S T  I M P A C T E D  B Y  E A P T C  E X P I R I N G

55+ Consumers 

400% of FPL and above

$63,000 individual $85,000 couple $130,000 HH of 4



O E  T I M E L I N E



H E A L T H  S A V I N G S  A C C O U N T  C H A N G E S  2 0 2 6

• Contributions are tax exempt 
and rollover from year to year

• All Bronze and Catastrophic 
plans now eligible – including 
Standardized plans

• Covers out-of-pocket costs
• Copayments and coinsurance

• Deductible and OOPM

• Cannot be used for premium 
payment*



H S A  v s .  H R A



C A T A S T R O P H I C  C O V E R A G E

• Newly ineligible for APTCs
• below 100% of FPL or above 400%

• HDHP, cover preventative 
services and EHBs + 3 PCP visits

• Requires hardship exemption 
process

• 2 plans in MT
• Peak PPO – MHC

• Blue Preferred Security PPO 200 - 
BCBS



B R O N Z E  V S .  C A T A S T R O P H I C  P L A N S



A C A  V S .  N O N - A C A  P R O D U C T S

HEALTH SHARING 
MINISTRIES

SHORT-TERM LIMITED 
DURATION HEALTH PLANS

DIRECT HEALTHCARE 
PRACTICES



ACA Plans Health Ministry 
Share

STLDI Direct Healthcare 
Practies

Cover EHBs? Yes No No No

Cover pre-existing 
conditions?

Yes No No No

Deny coverage for 
pre-existing 
condition?

No Yes Waiting periods, 
exclusions

Probably not, but 
only provide 
primary care

Annual OOPM? Yes No No No

Maximum amount 
plan pays?

No Verify Yes No, but only 
pertains to care 
received at facility

Premium or 
affordability help?

Yes No No No

A C A  V S .  N O N - A C A  P R O D U C T S



C O N S U M E R  M E S S A G E S

Importance of timing and timeline

Costs may go up, but best to confirm and assess all options. Don’t assume there’s 
nothing affordable!

Don’t auto re-enroll for 2026

Get help! CACs, Navigators, Agents/Brokers, etc.

Encourage people who do cancel 2026 coverage to use their 2025 plans while they 
have them – annual wellness, screenings, prescriptions



M O N T A N A  F R E E  P R E S S  F O R M



V I R T U A L  N A V I G A T O R  A P P O I N T M E N T S  
&  L O C A L  H E L P



U P C O M I N G  T R A I N I N G S

SNAP Program changes with 
MFBN – rescheduled for 
December 4th @ 11:00 AM

Cover Montana Monthly 
Webinar – December 18th @ 
11:00 AM



Questions?

Tierney Queen-Stewart, Director of Cover Montana

tstrandberg@mtpca.org

406-595-2725

mailto:tstrandberg@mtpca.org
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