
Montana Primary Care Association

Cover Montana Monthly Webinar
Focus of the Medicare Savings Program



Agenda

Welcome – please share your name and organization in the chat

About us

Quick updates

Get Covered Again Campaign reminders

Focus on the Medicare Savings Program

◦ Background

◦ MSP basics

◦ How to use apply.mt.gov to apply for MSP

◦ Questions



Who Are We? 

Montana Primary Care Association (MPCA)

Membership

• 14 FQHC’s

• 5 Urban Indian Health Centers

• Over 120,000 Montanans served by members

• Supports members in:

• Quality/Data

• Workforce

• IBH/SUD

• Social Needs

Cover MT/Cover Native MT

• Founded in 2014 for first enrollment period

• In-person Navigators

• 7 across Montana

• Collaborate with assisters at clinics 
throughout the state

• Helpline – 844 682-6837

• Website – www.covermt.org

This work is supported by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $1.25M with 100 percent funded by CMS/HHS. The contents are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by CMS/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

http://www.covermt.org/


Where are Navigators Located?



Quick Updates

Montana completed Medicaid  

redeterminations during 

unwinding and is now back to 

regular, annual Medicaid/HMK 

renewals

The PAHL no longer has a 

tiered system

Medicaid/HMK coverage loss 

Special Enrollment Period 

extended to November 30, 

2023



1 in 10 Montanans have lost coverage in the last year



Montana 
Insurance

Source: Montana Healthcare Foundation 

report by Christina Goe

https://montanaprimarycahttps/mthcf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-MT-Uninsured-Rate-Report_10.27.20-FINAL.pdf408-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tklein_mtpca_org/Documents/MSP Slides edited 4 11 24 .pptx


Montana’s Medicaid Coverage
Source: 2023 Medicaid in Montana Report

https://dphhs.mt.gov/assets/2023Legislature/2023MedicaidinMontanaReport.pdf


9 State of Montana DPHHS

❖Aged, Blind, Disabled (ABD)
❖Medicare Savings Programs

❖Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB)

❖Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB)

❖Qualifying Individuals (QI) 

❖Medicaid for recipients of SSI Cash Assistance

❖Medically Needy

❖Has a spend down

❖Medicaid for residents in nursing facilities

❖Medicaid for Workers with Disabilities (MWD)

❖Home and Community Based Services Waiver Medicaid (Waiver)

Aged, Blind, and Disabled (ABD) Programs 





Source: Humana

https://www.humana.com/-/media/humana/tenants/humanacom-tenant/humanacom/infographics/infographic-parts-of-medicare-v2.jpg


MEDICARE SAVINGS 

PROGRAMS (MSPS)
A P R I L  18 ,  2 0 2 4



MEDICARE SAVINGS 

PROGRAMS

Qualified Medicare Beneficiary 
(QMB)

Special Low-Income Medicare 
Beneficiary (SLMB)

Qualified Individual (QI)



QUALIFIED MEDICARE 
BENEFICIARY (QMB)

• Pays Medicare Part A premium – ($505)

• Pays Medicare Part B premium – ($174.70)

• Pays Medicare Deductibles

• Part A Deductible = $1,632

• Part B Deductible - $240

• Co-payments/Co-insurance – 20% Medicare doesn’t pay.

• Eligible for Low-Income Subsidy/Extra Help

• Special Enrollment Period (SEP)  - 1st three quarters of the 
year.

• Starts month after application is submitted

• Waives Part A & B Late Enrollment penalties.



SPECIAL LOW-INCOME MEDICARE 
BENEFICIARY (SLMB)

• Pays Medicare Part B premium ONLY - 
$174.70

• Can be backdated 3 months from 
application month, if eligible..

• Eligible for Low-Income Subsidy/Extra Help

• Special Enrollment Period (SEP)  - 1st three 
quarters of the year.

• Waives Medicare Part B Late Enrollment 
penalty.



QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL (QI)

• Pays Medicare Part B premium ONLY - 
$174.70

• Can be backdated 3 months from 
application month, if eligible..

• Eligible for Low-Income Subsidy/Extra Help

• Special Enrollment Period (SEP)  - 1st three 
quarters of the year.

• Waives Medicare Part B Late Enrollment 
penalty.

• Can either have QI or Medicaid, but not 
both.



2024 MEDICARE SAVINGS PROGRAM 
INCOME/RESOURCE GUIDELINES

EFF. 04/01/2024 QMB – Qualified Medicare 

Beneficiary Program

SLMB – Special Low-Income 

Medicare Beneficiary 

Program

QI – Qualified Medicare 

Beneficiary Program

Income Limits – 

Single   Individual                        

Couple

$1,255

$1,704

$1,506

$2,044

$1,694

$2,300
Resource Limits –

Single   Individual

Couple

$9,430

$14,130

$9,430

$14,130

$9,430

$14,130
Benefits Medicare Part A & B 

premiums, deductibles

and Coinsurance

Medicare Part B 

premium 

Medicare Part B 

premium 

*Income guidelines change in April.  

Resource guidelines change in 

October.  

Starts month after 

application is submitted

Starts month that 

application is submitted.  

May be backdated 3 

months.

Starts month that 

application is submitted.  

May be backdated 3 

months. 

 **Cannot be eligible 

for another Medicaid



THANK YOU

Janet Stellmon

Montana SHIP Director

Jstellmon@mt.gov

406-202-1450

mailto:Jstellmon@mt.gov


HOW TO APPLY FOR MEDICARE SAVINGS 
PROGRAMS (MSP)

• Apply at www.apply.mt.gov

• Complete hardcopy application form

• Apply for Low-Income Subsidy (LIS)/Extra Help at 
www.socialsecurity.gov  
• If beneficiary wants their information sent to the 

Medicaid office for MSP processing, leave checkbox 
blank that says, IF YOU DON’T WANT YOUR 
INFORMATION SENT TO THE MEDICAID OFFICE, 
CHECK THIS BOX

http://www.apply.mt.gov/
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/


Medicaid vs Medicare 

 MediCARE for the elderly- MedicAID for the needy

• Medicaid is usually an income driven program, nationally. Medicare is 

usually a guaranteed benefit at a certain age (65) or 24 months post 

SSDI determination. 

Medicaid transitions to a RESOURCE driven program upon enrollment in 

Medicare, in all instances. 



Resource Driven, explained

Resource limits 

effective Jan 1, ‘24

Individual $9,430

Married Couple $14,130

Resource limits for QMB,SLMB, and QI are all the same; however, the income limits for each 

program are different. 

Resources counted & **Income information**

Bank accounts-checking and 

saving 

Retirement accounts **

Vehicles (in excess of one) Life Insurance (cash value 

must be known)

Proof of Medicare Premium Burial Plots

Stocks, Bonds, CDS Land, equipment, assets

Employment ver. (wages, self 

employment) **

SS Payment amount- pre 

Medicare and post Medicare 

deduction **



Self Service 
Portal (SSP) Tips

Cover Montana guide:

SSP_FAQ_FINAL_DecUpdate.pd

f (covermt.org)

https://covermt.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/SSP_FAQ_FINAL_DecUpdate.pdf
https://covermt.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/SSP_FAQ_FINAL_DecUpdate.pdf












SSI approval with Social Security should auto enroll a person in 

Medicaid. Because the process for disability through SSA can be 

lengthy, the OPA may not know a person is eligible for months- 

could be years. This can help trigger enrollment with SSI 

Medicaid.















The OPA uses KBB or NADA- user preference- to confirm market value

This question can be 

tricky- this is one 

resource confirmed 

through interfaces- and 

ANY vehicle with a title 

connected to consumer 

pulls in

If not input on initial app- the OPA will send a letter showing 

which vehicles pull in on interface- they will THEN have to submit a title.



Vehicle Year, 

Make, Model

alue Own Sold Traded/Junked/

Sold

Never 

Owned

Home Used for 

Business

Case Name:

Case Number:

VEHICLE STATEMENT

A vehicle is a car, truck, trailer, boat, ATV, etc.

Please indicate whether or not you have the following vehicles. If you have more than one vehicle in your household, and owe any monies on your 

vehicles, please provide pay-off verification for each. For all vehicles you do not have, please indicate “sold” “traded” “junked”, etc. along with the 

date it was “sold, traded, or junked”. If any trailer listed is actually your home, please indicate.

If any vehicle is used for “business” purposes, please indicate. If there is a vehicle listed that you have never owned, but is in the same name as you, 

please indicate.

For each vehicle that you do own, please attach pay-off verification, if any. Please provide a current market value statement from a car dealer or other reliable source if you disagree 

with the value listed below.

Please provide a detailed description of any vehicle you own that is not listed above including model number and provide payoff amount.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Date_______________

Signed___________________________ Signed______________________________







Will need copy of contract/agreement with funeral home 

submitted. 



There is a difference in Term Life and Whole 

Life- typically a Term Life exists for a set 

amount of years, then terminates. A Whole 

Life exists indefinitely until a person passes- 

It is imperative to know the difference in what 

a consumer has during the application. 









Estimating when payments start- What age did you start, was it close to your birthday, do you remember the season? Etc

They are asking for the GROSS amount, not the NET. 





Some people take a monthly check from retirement, 

some folks hold off as long as possible and do a once 

yearly payout. Will need to provide hard copy proof



















Start date is found on 

Original Medicare Card

Through training with SSA 

and SHIP, 12/31/2099 is 

standard end date for these 

apps

MOST people DO NOT 

pay for Part A premium. 

Almost always $0

Amount for Part B Premium 

is *typically* universal for 

individuals



If not enrolled in Part B- need to use MSP app as way to enroll in Part B, will leave blank

If consumer had other credible coverage and chose to enroll in Part B later (had 

employer sponsored or state benefit plan) start dates could differ from Part A 



Card will be from a 

private insurance 

company













Olivia Riutta
Director of Population Health

oriutta@mtpca.org
(406) 880-3374

Tiffany Klein
Health Insurance Navigator

tklein@mtpca.org
(406) 853-5753

mailto:oriutta@mtpca.org
mailto:tklein@mtpca.org
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