
Welcome!



 •  
Mission:

To promote integrated 
primary healthcare to achieve 
health and well-being for 
Montana’s most vulnerable 
populations.

Vision: 

Health equity for all 
Montanans.



Land Acknowledgment

The Mission of the Montana Primary Care Association is to promote integrated primary healthcare 
to achieve health and well-being for Montana’s most vulnerable populations. 

As part of that work, MPCA acknowledges that Montana occupies territory that was taken from the 
Blackfeet, Crow, Cheyenne, Salish & Kootenai, Shoshone-Bannock, and Kalispel Nations, whose 
connection to this land, past present, and future, we remember and respect.  

We honor the original stewards of this land and their descendants, many of whom continue to live, 
work, teach, create, and learn in this community. We are committed to showing gratitude for the 
land and its Indigenous peoples by respecting and remembering this in our thoughts and actions.

Learn more at: https://native-land.ca/. 

https://native-land.ca/


Who Are We? 

Montana Primary Care Association (MPCA)

Membership

• 14 FQHC’s

• 5 Urban Indian Health Centers

• Over 120,000 Montanans served by members

• Supports members in:

•Quality/Data

•Workforce

• IBH/SUD

•Patient-Level Social Needs

Cover Montana

• Founded in 2014 for first enrollment period

• In-person Navigators

•6 across Montana

•Collaborate with assisters at clinics 
throughout the state

• Helpline – 844 682-6837

• Website – www.covermt.org

This work is supported by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $1.25M with 100 percent funded by CMS/HHS. The contents are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by CMS/HHS, or the U.S. Government. 

http://www.covermt.org/


Who are you? 



Virtual Tools!

Summit Jamboards:

- Parking Lot

- Outreach and Enrollment 

Resource List

But we’re going to practice on 

Jamboard. We want to know 

why you are here today and 

what you hope to learn. 







Source: 2020 Report on Health Cover and Montana’s Uninsured, Montana Healthcare Foundation 



Source 2020 Report on Health Cover and Montana’s Uninsured, Montana Healthcare Foundation 



Source: https://dphhs.mt.gov/interactivedashboards/medicaidenrollmentdashboard



Medicaid Unwinding highlights 
Unwinding process began in April 2023

Montana will take 10 months to complete all 325,000+ renewals

- Folks will be renewed at some point throughout the 10-month process 

- Montana front-loaded renewals in the first five months – they also started with MAGI Medicaid 
and started ABD cases in the 4th month

- As of October 1st, the state has already started/completed renewals with 84% of all Medicaid 
cases

Montana is ending 12-month continuous eligibility at the same time the unwind begins 



Cover MT role in Medicaid Unwind 

• Create educational resources in 
partnership with DPHHS

• Provide public education to help 
community partners prepare  

• Navigators assist enrollees with 
questions about redetermination 

• Navigators assist folks no longer 
eligible enrollees to avoid a gap in 
coverage and find affordable 
health insurance outside of MT 
Medicaid



Lesa Evers 
Cover Montana - Champion for Coverage



DPHHS Medicaid Unwinding Dashboard, updated 9/22/2023



Data: DPHHS Medicaid Enrollment Dashboard (May 2023), US Census, Medicaid disenrollment data snapshot as of 

8/18/2023



Coverage loss for Montana kids
As of August 25th, there were 55,000 Montanans who had lost Medicaid coverage. 

Of those, 25,150 are kids, making up 46% of the coverage loss. 

Source: https://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/fiscal/2025-Biennium/Section-B/Interim/Medicaid-Disenrollment-Statistics-IBCB.pdf



How to help prevent coverage loss

Make sure the OPA has the most up-to-

date contact information for all people 

enrolled in Medicaid and Healthy MT 

Kids on ongoing basis

Make sure folks are checking their mail

Help patients create accounts in 

apply.mt.gov (SSP) and sign up to 

receive notices via both email and mail 

– Cover Montana has a guide to help

Think about your role and community 

partners who can help with: 

- Answer renewal questions and 
complete renewal packets

- Provide information about Medicaid 
appeals

- Help folks reenroll in coverage. 

https://covermt.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/SSP_FAQ_FINAL_SeptUpdate.pdf


What can we do about the state of 
our unwinding? 

For folks who are no longer eligible, help 
them find other coverage options. 

For folks who lost coverage, but think 
they still qualify for Medicaid/HMK

- Help them reapply

- Help them understand their rights to 
appeal if they think the coverage loss was 
an error

◦ You can both file an appeal and reapply!

If consumers/patients want to share their 
story, refer them to Montana Women 
Vote, a statewide non-profit doing story 
collection work about unwinding. 

Consumers and patients are also free to 
call their elected officials for help and/or 
to convey their experience. 

Assisters should talk to their 
organizational leadership so they 
understand what is happening on the 
ground. 



Link to Montana data: 
https://data.medicaid.gov/dataset/9a83ba5e-05f5-47f5-
82de-
f3a59233a912/data?conditions[0][property]=state&condi
tions[0][value]=Montana&conditions[0][operator]=%3D



Source: Kaiser Family Foundation: https://www.kff.org/health-reform/state-indicator/marketplace-enrollment/ 



Marketplace Updates

• The American Rescue Plan extended enhanced Marketplace subsidies 
until 2025. 

• There are new Standardized plans “easy pricing” for 2024 with 
uniform cost sharing structures, with different premium costs. 

• Open Enrollment is November 1st – January 15th. 

• The loss of Medicaid coverage SEP extends until July 2024.



2023 Policy Update & 

Looking Ahead to 2025



Agenda

I. 2023 Legislation 
I. 12-month postpartum coverage (HB 2)

II. No-cost-share breast diagnostic and imaging (HB 665)

III. State Navigator licensing (HB 567)

II. Medicaid

I. Redetermination

II. End of 12 months continuous eligibility (2021 - HB 2)

III. 2025 Legislative Priorities

I. Reauthorize Medicaid Expansion



12 month post-partum coverage 

expansion

HB 2 – State Budget:
 Included in Governor’s budget in November 2022

 Reduced to 6 months coverage with BH diagnosis in Section B Subcommittee

 Restored to 12 months coverage in full House Appropriations Committee

Key Provisions:
 People who are on Medicaid at the time of delivery will maintain Medicaid 

eligibility for 12 months from that date (increased from 60 day coverage)

 No behavioral health diagnosis required



No-cost-share breast cancer diagnostic 

and imaging requirements

HB 665:
 Sponsored by Rep. Jodee Etchart (R-Billings)

Key Provisions:
 No-cost-sharing meands deductible, coinsurance, copayment, or similar out-of-

pocket expense

 Diagnostic breast examinations include mammography, MRI, or ultrasound.

 Only applies to state-regulated insurance plans



State Navigator Certification

HB 567:
 Sponsored by Rep. Mary Caferro (D-Helena)

 Supported by Commissioner of Securities and Insurance

 Eliminated state requirements for navigator certification

Key Provisions:
 Only federal training required

 Must document successful completion of federal training to be certified



2023-2024 Medicaid Issues

Redetermination:
 More info to come throughout the conference

 Historic and unprecedented redetermination of EVERY Medicaid enrollee 

including CHIP, HMK, Expansion, Traditional, and other waiver populations 

(300+K individuals)

End of Continuous Eligibility:
 State directed to end continuous eligibility for Medicaid Expansion population in 

2021 (HB 2)

 Implemented same time as redetermination.



2025 Legislative Priority

Reauthorize Medicaid Expansion:

I. “Sunsets” June 30, 2025

II. 2025 Legislature MUST reauthorize

“Lift the Sunset”

Governor’s budget and/or Legislative Strategy?



Contact Info:

If you have questions, I’m happy 

to help answer your questions.

Stacey Anderson
sanderson@mtpca.org

 

mailto:sanderson@mtpca.org
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