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INTRODUCTION

At the Montana Medical Association, we are 
champions of physicians advocating for the 
medical profession, quality patient care, and 
the health of all Montana citizens.
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2023 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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2022 ELECTIONS:  THE RESULTS

Top-ticket item
With 102 seats across both the 
House and Senate, the Montana 
GOP will have its first bicameral 
supermajority in the history of the 
state’s modern Constitution.



2023 LEGISLATURE:  GOVERNOR’S PRIORITIES
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REDUCE RED TAPE BUDGET
Budget for Montana Families

• $500 million permanent income tax cuts
• $500 million property tax relief
• $200 million to repair, expand Montana 

State Prison
• $100 million highway fund
• $200 million water and sewer infrastructure
• $300 million for state’s behavioral health 

system, Montana State Hospital
• $1,200 child tax credit

$2.5 billion surplus



2023 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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BILL DRAFT 
REQUESTS

4643

BILLS 
INTRODUCED

1698

TRANSMITTED

1059

BILLS ADOPTED VETOED

30
3367 in 2021 725 in 2021

4 overridden



LAWS LESSONS LEAPS 7

Subject Area      # Bills
State Finance   468
Government Structure 344
Local Government  229
Legislature   199
Health and Safety  196
Taxation    193
Education   154
Judiciary, Courts  149

 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION



2023 LEGISLATIVE SESSION…LAWS
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COVERAGE & 
PRIOR AUTH

-12 mth post-partum 
care – Medicaid
-12 mth  birth control Rx
-Insulin co-pays limit
-Diabetes self-mngt
- No Prior Authorization 
for specific meds*

BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH 

-Noncompete contracts**
-Recovery home registry
-Chem Dep Center room 
and board vouchers
-Fentanyl strips 
-Behavioral Health 
occupations’ consolidation

LIMITS & 
REQUIREMENTS
-Prohibit gender dysphoria 
care
-Limits/requirements on 
abortion services
-Report to BOME on 
Medical Cannabis
-Parental Consent

HB 872

Redesign of 
behavioral health 
system: commission  
and $300 million 

investment

WORKFORCE

-Provider rate increases
- Pediatric Complex Care 
Assistant Services
-Conscience Objection
--Changes in scope

**psychiatrist, addiction medicine physician, licensed behavioral health professions

* Generics, excluding controlled substances, any drug based on therapeutic duplication for same drug, any long-acting injectable antipsychotic



REGS AND REALITY
THE INTERIM

Interim Committees
State Agencies 

Courts



THE INTERIM: LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
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PART B 
BUDGET

Monitor Medicaid 
Spend

currently a surplus

CFHHS

Oversight over DPHHS
• Child Protective Svs.
• Daycare Licensing
• Health Professional 

Burnout 
• Medicaid Unwinding

ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS

Oversight over DLI, 
includes Boards, 

Commerce, Medical 
Cannabis Division at 

Revenue

HB 872 
COMMISSION

Re-design of 
behavioral health 
services delivery 

STATE 
AGENCIES

Administrative Rules 



THE INTERIM: EXECUTIVE BRANCH
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
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BOARDS DPHHS
• Board of Alternative Health
 Naturopaths – prescribing and dispensing
 Direct entry midwives – expand Rx
• Board of Medical Examiners
 Physician Assistants – Independent Practice
 EMTs – practice within health facilities
• Board of Pharmacy
 Pharmacists – prescribing
• Board Behavioral Health
 Standardizing based on HB 137
• Board of Nursing
•  Pediatric Complex Care Assistants

• Provider Rates
• Daycare Licensing
• Nonviable births – certificate available
• Behavioral Health Updates
• In-Training Mental Health Professionals  
• SUD Housing Voucher Program
• Mobile Crisis Response Services
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SUD HOUSING VOUCHER PROGRAM MOBILE CRISIS RESPONSE SERVICES (MCRS)

Program participants must: 
(a) live in Montana; 
(b) be 14 years of age or older; 
(c) have an annual family income at or below 

200% of federal poverty guidelines; 
(d) meet medical necessity described in the 

BHDD Medicaid Manual for ASAM 3.1 
services; 

(e) receive a prior authorization for ASAM 3.1 
services from the Quality Improvement 
Organization (QIO); and 

(f) currently be receiving ASAM 3.1 services.

Policy 452 adopted MCRS as a new service.  MCRS is a tiered model 
that includes three models: 
1. The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Mobile Crisis Team Services, 

which requires 24/7 coverage of a two-person responding team 
made up of one clinical mental health professional and one 
paraprofessional; 

2. Mobile Crisis Team Services, which requires 10/7 coverage of a 
two-person responding team made up of one clinical mental health 
professional and one paraprofessional; and 

3. Mobile Crisis Services, which requires 10/7 coverage of a one-
person response by a clinical mental health professional. 

All models must arrange for the availability of referral to outpatient 
care and Mobile Crisis Care Coordination
 

THE INTERIM: EXECUTIVE BRANCH
ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
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CLINICAL MENTAL HEALTH LICENSURE CANDIDATE MEDICAID SERVICE REIMBURSEMENT

Mental health professionals include licensed clinical professional counselor (LCPC) licensure candidates, licensed clinical 
social worker (LCSW) licensure candidates, licensed marriage and family therapist (LMFT) licensure candidates, and 
psychologist postdoctoral supervisees providing services under a temporary permit.

CURRENT RULE: 
• Montana Medicaid allows mental health centers, Tribal 638, Indian Health Services (IHS), FQHC, and urban Indian 

health centers to be reimbursed for in-training mental health professionals.
PROPOSED RULE:

• Expands locations, including critical access hospital, obstetric clinics, rural health clinics and federally qualified 
health centers.



THE INTERIM:  JUDICIAL BRANCH
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2021 LEGISLATION 2023 LEGISLATION SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
JUDICIAL REFORMS



THE INTERIM: TIME TO UNDERSTAND IMPACT
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SAYING NO 
BASED ON 

CONSCIENCE
PARENTAL 
CONSENT

CHANGE IN 
SCOPE

MEDICAID 
UNWINDING WORKFORCE

HB 303 allows health 
care workers to decline to 

provide care based on 
conscience

HB 676 changes parental 
consent from permissive to 

required for certain 
conditions

HB 313 holds physician 
assistants accountable to 

care they provide

State government 
required to determine 

eligibility; over 132,000 
lose coverage

CFHHS: Rates of burn-out 
increasing among health  

professionals



THE INTERIM: TIME TO UNDERSTAND IMPACT
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HB 872 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SYSTEM FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS COMMISSION

RECOMMENDATIONS
House Bill 872 provides a 
generational investment of 
$300 million  to reform and 
improve Montana’s 
behavioral health and 
developmental disabilities 
service systems. 

The investment will expand 
intensive and community-
based behavioral health care 
and developmental 
disabilities services across 
Montana.

• 10 recommendations on 
behavioral health system 
challenges (continuum of care, 
access, workforce)

• 16 behavioral health 
recommendations

• 5 developmental disabilities 
recommendations

NEAR-TERM

$26.1 million now being spent on near-term initiatives

Initiative 1:  Incentivize Community-Based Court Ordered 
Evaluations
Initiative 2: Increase Residential Bed Capacity
Initiative 3: Support Mobile Crisis Response and Crisis Receiving 
and Stabilization Services
Initiative 4: Development and Deployment of a Comprehensive 
Crisis Worker Curriculum and Certification Course
Initiative 5: Healthcare and I/DD Workforce Training and 
Certification

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2023/billpdf/HB0872.pdf


RECOMMENDATIONS
Behavioral Health System for Future Generations Commission
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BH ALTERNATIVE SETTINGS RECOMMENDATIONS Behavioral Health System for 
Future Generations 
Commission

Enhancing Care Delivery



BH ALTERNATIVE SETTINGS 
RECOMMENDATIONS

Behavioral Health System for 
Future Generations 
Commission

Enhancing Care Delivery



BH ALTERNATIVE SETTINGS RECOMMENDATIONS
Behavioral Health System for 
Future Generations 
CommissionEnhancing Care Delivery

“Future ecosystem design in Montana must consider increasing access to SUD residential care, which has the dual benefit of 
providing SUD care in a less acute care setting in the community and potentially freeing up IP beds for other acute needs.”



DPHHS RECOMMENDATIONS
Behavioral Health System for Future Generations Commission
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PROPOSED COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATIONS

Behavioral Health System for 
Future Generations 
Commission

5 developmental disabilities recommendations

• Expand access points
• Modernize the funding of services
• Expand the array of services available to provide 

more options



PROPOSED COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Behavioral Health System for 
Future Generations 
Commission



PROPOSED COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Behavioral Health System for 
Future Generations 
Commission



PROPOSED COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATIONS
CASE MANAGEMENT

Behavioral Health System for 
Future Generations 
Commission



PROPOSED COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATIONS

CONTINUUM CONTINUITY

Behavioral Health System for 
Future Generations 
Commission



CONTINUUM CONTINUITY



PROPOSED COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATIONS

CONTINUUM CONTINUITY

Behavioral Health System for 
Future Generations 
Commission



PROPOSED COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATIONS

WORKFORCE

Behavioral Health System for 
Future Generations 
Commission



TAKING THE LEAP
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Next Steps for Commission
April – May:  Drafting of Commission Report, review of projected cost for  
   recommendations
   Collect additional input as needed
May 20:  Commission Meeting
   Draft Report, Public Comment
May – June: DPHHS validates report with key stakeholders    
   Collect additional input as needed
June 28:  Commission Meeting, final report presentation

Behavioral Health System for Future Generations Feedback: DPHHS (accessgov.com)

Give Feedback

https://mt.accessgov.com/dphhs/Forms/Page/bhdd/futuregenerationsfeedback/


2025 LEGISLATIVE 
SESSION



2025 LEGISLATIVE SESSION…TAKING THE LEAP
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PRIOR 
AUTHORIZATION

Reduce PA requirements
• -Chronic disease
• -Change of insurance

MEDICAL 
     LIABILITY 

Non-economic 
damages cap

MEDICAID 
EXPANSION 

Medicaid expansion 
sunsets in 2025

HB 872

Commission 
recommendations 

slimmed down  

WORKFORCE

- “SafeHaven” law to 
protect communications
-Reciprocity/Exemptions
-Family Peer Specialist 
Certification
-Consolidation of 
Boards

Court case appealed to 
Montana Supreme Court 
re: constitutionality

85,290 expansion adults



SafeHaven
A program started by the Medical Society of Virginia

A growing program to protect healthcare professionals
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SAFEHAVEN: CONFIDENTIAL HELP 
FOR ALL HEALTH PROFESSIONS
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SAFEHAVEN: CONFIDENTIAL HELP 
FOR ALL HEALTH PROFESSIONS



SafeHaven Engagement: Early Successes

Average employee 
assistance program 

engagement rate for the 
non-physician workforce

6% 1% - 2% 48%

Average employee 
assistance program 

engagement rate for the 
physician workforce

SafeHaven overall 
engagement rate year-

end 2021. 



TAKING THE LEAP 
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Next Steps: Educate, Support with Ask 

Behavioral Health System for Future 
Generations Feedback: DPHHS 
(accessgov.com)

2023-2024 Children, Families, Health, 
and Human Services Interim Committee - 
Montana State Legislature (mt.gov)

1

Jan – March

Panel presentation at 
Children, Families, 
Health and Human 
Services Interim 
Committee
 MMA testifies in 
support of investment in 
health professional’s’ 
well-being at  BHSFG 
Commission meeting
MMA presents 
information at CFHHS 
Committee March 
meeting; includes other 
states’ legislation 

2

April  

MMA drafts legislation 
at request of CFHHS 
Committee members
MMA testifies with ask 
fora recommendation 
related to workforce 
well-being at BHSFG 
Commission meeting
MMA testifies at Board 
of Medical Examiners. 
SafeHaven on next 
agenda (July)
BOME discusses 
Medical Assistance 
Program; Dr. Robertson 
on review group

3

May 9  

CFHHS Committee 
meeting
ASK for CFHHS 
committee bill
Need oral or written 
comments; share story; 
call committee members
 
May 20  

Behavioral Health 
System for Future 
Generations 
Commission meeting 

4

June 7
Board of Dentistry
Board of Pharmacy

June 28  

Behavioral Health 
System for Future 
Generations 
Commission meeting

July 17 & 18
CFHHS Committee 
meeting

July 26 
Board of Medical 
Examiners meeting

Key links

https://mt.accessgov.com/dphhs/Forms/Page/bhdd/futuregenerationsfeedback/
https://mt.accessgov.com/dphhs/Forms/Page/bhdd/futuregenerationsfeedback/
https://mt.accessgov.com/dphhs/Forms/Page/bhdd/futuregenerationsfeedback/
https://www.leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/cfhhs/
https://www.leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/cfhhs/
https://www.leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/cfhhs/


ENGAGEMENT

RESILIENCE IS  ACCEPTING YOUR NEW REALITY,  EVEN IF  
IT  IS  LESS GOOD THAN THE ONE YOU HAD BEFORE.

“
       -- Elizabeth Edwards

”



TAKE THE LEAP TOGETHER
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STAYING FOCUSED STAYING RELEVANT ENGAGEMENT

Stay updated
Provide input to committees, commissions
Post
Hold a conversation
Encourage others to become involved
Share Story 
Become storyteller
Share expertise
Be part of a coalition
Join association and get others to join
Write an op ed
Testify – in writing or orally at interim and session

Contribute to 
the Solution

All hands 
needed

Be Met 
Where You 
Are at

Primary Care Collaborative: 
     Integrated Behavioral Health
     Value-based payment model
Medicaid Expansion Coalition
Medical Liability Coalition
Health Caucus
Montana ACO



QUESTIONS



THANK YOU!

VOTE IN 2024 
ELECTIONS!

Jean Branscum
jean@mmaoffice.org
406/443/5960 cell

406/443-4000 office

mailto:jean@mmaoffice.org
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